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Where to get the information you need to be a PTA advocate

If you are the new advocacy chair or legislative of-
ficer for your PTA unit or council, thank you for taking
this important position. PTA has a proud history of advo-
cating for programs and legislation that help children be
safe, healthy, and successful. Now, you are a part of that
vital mission.

To be an effective advocate for children and schools,
you need to know your stuff. How does the California
education system work? How are bills passed into state
law? What laws affecting our children have lawmakers
proposed?

Here are some resources that will help you get the
information you need:

California State PTA (capta.org) — The CAPTA
Toolkit has guidance and suggested activities for new-
comers, continuing and advanced advocates. Go to the
Advocacy page of the website to learn what bills and
propositions CAPTA supports, research CAPTA resolu-
tions and more.

Ed100.org — This free online course provides a com-
prehensive explanation of the California public school
system in brief, easy-to-understand lessons. You can use
it as a resource to get information about a particular topic,
or, better yet, start at the beginning and work your way
through it. Be sure to see the blogs on current topics.

EdSource.org — Find articles about a variety of is-
sues that impact California education from transitional
kindergarten through the university system.

State superintendent candidate forum

EdSource will host a live virtual debate with the two
candidates for California Superintendent of Public Educa-
tion on October 7 from 7 to 8 p.m.

The two candidates are Richard Barrera of the San
Diego Unified School District and Sonja Shaw of the Chi-
no Valley Unified School District. Both have served as
school board president.

Debate topics will include the new responsibilities of
the state superintendent as well as student achievement,
school funding and declining enrollment, teacher pay and
staffing, artificial intelligence’s impact on the classroom
and the future workforce, social media, special education,
mental health and parental rights.

Register to watch the debate here. If you can’t attend,
register anyway and EdSource will send you the record-
ing the next day.

Leginfo.legislature.ca.gov — This state website pro-
vides information about bills that are being considered by
our state lawmakers. You can read the text of the bill, fol-
low its progress through the legislative process, and see
who voted for or against it. The “Bill Analysis” tab often
has the author’s explanation of what the bill would do and
why it is needed.

Legislative Analyst’s Office (1ao.ca.gov)— This non-
partisan state office provides research on a variety of top-
ics and analysis of the state budget.

Fourthdistrictpta.org -- Get the current Advocacy
Communicator with Talking Points that you can use to
present an advocacy report at every PTA meeting. There’s
also information about upcoming Fourth District PTA
Advocacy Forums and Sacramento Safari.

The 101 — An online resource from the Orange Coun-
ty Department of Education that “unpacks complex topics
and explains who has oversight in posts that can be read
quickly.” Topics include health and wellness, ethnic stud-
ies, sexual health education and immunizations.

Where do you go to resolve issues?

When there is an issue in your child’s classroom or
school, or in the school district, you want to find a solu-
tion. It’s important to know where to take your concerns
and who has the power to make changes.

e The teacher is usually the first person you consult,
especially if it’s an issue concerning only your child.

e The principal runs the day-to-day operations of the
school. The principal’s authority is limited by district
policies and state law.

e The School Site Council is an advisory body that
brings together the principal, parents, teachers and
students to develop a plan for the school’s funding.

e The school district superintendent has authority
over the practices, procedures and operations of the
schools under limitations set by the local school board
and the state and federal governments.

e The school board hires the superintendent, sets the
school district budget and makes decisions regarding
policies and programs in the district. The board has
little control over how much funding the district gets.

e The State Legislature and the Governor determine
the state education budget and how it will be distrib-
uted. They also pass and enact laws that impact how
schools operate at the local level.


https://edsource.org/2026/california-superintendent-debate-candidates/766477
http://capta.org/
http://capta.org/toolkit/home/job-descriptions/legislative-advocacy-chair/
http://ed100.org/
http://edsource.org/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
https://lao.ca.gov/
http://www.fourthdistrictpta.org/
http://101.ocde.us/
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Advocacy basics: the sources of California’s education funding

Where does the funding that pays for our public
schools come from? Property taxes? The state? The feder-
al government? The Lottery?

The answer is all of the above, although in different
proportions than you may think.

Many people believe that local property taxes provide
the bulk of school funding. However, property tax ac-
counts for only about 20 percent of the statewide K-12
budget. Property taxes are collected at the county level
and then divided by the county auditor among numerous
local government agencies, including school districts,
cities, public utilities, and county services. Each entity
receives its share based on a complex system that was
developed in the 1970s. Most school districts do not re-
ceive enough money through this process to run their
schools.

School districts have only a few other options to raise
money locally. These include local school bonds (which
must be approved by voters), Mello-Roos fees, sale or
lease of district properties, and donations. These sources
provide about 13 percent of school funding statewide.

California’s Constitution requires the state to provide
public education and state law mandates a certain level of
funding for each district based on the number of students,
grade levels, and the needs of students who are served. To
fulfill this obligation, the state provides money from its
general fund, filling in about 60 percent of the statewide

PTA resolution on artificial intelligence

A resolution on Artificial Intelligence in Education
was approved by the delegates at this year’s California
State PTA Convention.

The resolution calls for:

» Equitable adoption of artificial intelligence tools to
meet the diverse needs of all learners.

* Incorporation of Al literacy and ethics into teacher
preparation and professional development.

= State or federal legislation or policy to provide regular

Al safety and risk assessments to school districts.
= Policies and practices that help ensure environmental

sustainability with Al technology adoption.

The rationale for the resolution states, “We cannot
wait any longer. Failing to provide academic policies,
guidelines, and resources to support the use and learning
of artificial intelligence in public schools will likely widen
the digital learning divide, cause an increase in cheating in
public school classrooms, and adversely impact students’
job readiness. It is important, therefore, that school dis-
tricts adopt a comprehensive, long-range education plan
that will provide an equal opportunity to education with
access to artificial intelligence technologies for all stu-
dents.”

education budget. Most of the general fund comes from
income taxes and about 40 percent of those taxes are paid
by the top one percent of income earners. These wealthy
folks get much of their income from the proceeds of stock
market investments, which tend to fluctuate wildly. This
accounts for the repeated boom and bust cycles in Califor-
nia’s budget and consequently in state education funding.

In 1988, California voters passed Prop. 98 in an at-
tempt to assure than 40 percent of each state budget would
be allocated to K-12 schools and community colleges.
This sounds like a simple, straightforward plan, but in
practice Prop. 98 is implemented through complex formu-
las that almost never result in schools receiving their 40
percent. During economic downturns, the legislature has
found ways to suspend Prop. 98, shift revenues, and post-
pone payments to school districts. What was intended to
be a floor for education funding has become more of a
ceiling.

Some school districts do receive enough local proper-
ty tax revenues to fulfill or surpass their state require-
ments. These are known as “basic aid” districts because
the state must only provide “basic aid” to fulfill its consti-
tutional requirement. About 100 of the nearly 1,000 Cali-
fornia school districts fall in this category. School districts
can shift into and out of basic aid status as circumstances
change.

Federal funding, which amounts to about 5 percent of
education funding statewide, normally comes in the form
of money for particular purposes, such as Title I programs
for high poverty schools, and services for special needs
children through the Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA).

“What about the Lottery? Didn’t that solve school
funding?” Not even close. While many people believe the
California Lottery was created to support education, in
reality it was placed on the ballot and promoted by Scien-
tific Games, a company that produces lottery materials. It
has never provided more than about one percent of the
state education budget.

For more details about California school funding, see
this EA100 lesson.

An experience like no other!

Sacramento Safari is an experience like no other.

It’s exciting to have in-person meetings with state of-
ficials, decision-makers and education experts. It’s great
to be among other interested and actively-involved PTA
members. It’s a thrill to be in our beautiful state capitol
building and to meet with lawmakers or their staff mem-
bers in their own offices.

Find out for yourself! More information here.
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https://ed100.org/lessons/whopays
http://fourthdistrictpta.org/sacramento-safari/

Talking Points for Legislative Chairs, October 2026

Details are in the October issue of the Advocacy Communicator.

e Legislative advocacy is central to PTA’s mission. To be good advocates, we should be well-
informed. The Communicator has a list of free online resources that can help us learn what we
need to know.

e Two people are running for state superintendent of public instruction, Richard Barrera and Sonja
Shaw. Both have served as school board president in their school districts. EdSource will host a
candidate forum for the two of them on October 7 from 7 to 8 p.m. You can register for it at
EdSource.org. If you miss the forum, EdSource will send it to you the next day, if you are
registered.

e  Where do we turn when we have an issue in our school or community? The Communicator
explains who has the power to make changes, depending on what the issue is.

e Do you know where the funding for our schools comes from? It’s actually a combination of
different sources, as explained in the newsletter. Spoiler alert: the Lottery is not a big
contributor.

e Aresolution on Artificial Intelligence in Education was approved at this year’s State PTA
Convention. State PTA now can use this as authority to support or oppose legislation or policies.

e Sacramento Safari is coming up on February 22 and 23. It’s an experience like no other, says the
newsletter. We should go.
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