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Governor’s proposed budget increases education funding

Gov. Newsom’s initial budget proposal for 2026-27
provides $22 billion in additional funding for K-12
schools and community colleges, in spite of the fact that
he is expecting a $3 billion deficit in the coming year.

The governor assumes that state revenues will con-
tinue to ride a stock market wave fueled by investments
in Al bringing in an additional $42 billion in state reve-
nues. About half of state income taxes come from the
wealthiest one percent of residents, whose earnings are
based largely on how well the stock market is doing.

The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office, on the
other hand, warns that the stock market is overheated and
could reverse course in the next year, dragging tax reve-
nues down with it. The LAO projects an $18 billion
shortfall for the next fiscal year. Since Prop. 98 funding
for K-12 schools and community colleges depends on the
amount of money in the overall state budget, this would
mean significant cuts for education.

An additional concern is that Gov. Newsom is pro-
posing to withhold $5.6 billion that should be going to
schools in the current fiscal year and use it to help bal-
ance the next budget. The state would have to repay this
amount at a later date.

Who is correct about state revenues will become
more evident in May, after most of the taxes have been
collected. At that time, the governor will present his re-
vised budget proposal, the “May revise.”

In the meantime, the governor is proposing a budget
that would increase Prop. 98 funding for K-12 schools
and community colleges to $125.5 billion. Total funding,
including federal dollars, would be $27,418 per student,
61 percent higher than in 2018-19.

Sacramento Safari February 23-24
Fantastic news! Carl Cohn, Ed.D, will be our keynote speaker!

Dr. Cohn is a distinguished educator best know
for his tenure as superintendent of Long Beach
USD, which he transformed into a national model
for high academic standards and accountability.
He also served as superintendent of San Diego
USD and as a member of the California State
Board of Education, among other positions.

The budget proposal includes:

e A 2.41 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA), an
additional $2 billion statewide that school districts
could spend as they wish. School districts say this
will not be enough to cover increasing costs.

e  $40 million to continue screening students in kinder-
garten through second grade for dyslexia and other
reading difficulties.

e A $89.1 million COLA and $157.9 million in one-
time “stabilization payments” for subsidized child
care.

e An additional $250 million for teacher training.
e  $509 million for special education.

e $100 million in one-time funding for college and ca-
reer pathways for high school students.

e $1 billion for community schools, which provide ad-
ditional services in areas where there are large con-
centrations of students with high needs.

e §$757.3 million through 2027-28 as the last payment
for learning recovery programs related to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

e A $4.1 billion deposit into the education rainy day
fund.

Other areas that will receive additional funding in-
clude home-to-school transportation, before and after
school programs and summer school, and school meal
programs. For a complete list, see this blog at Ed100.

For more information on the education budget, see
articles at EdSource here and here.

Additional confirmed speakers:

ASM. Diane Dixon

ASM. Al Muratsuchi, Chair of Assembly Ed. Committee
Ken Kapphahn, Legislative Analyst’s Office

Kevin Gordon, Capitol Advisors Group

Patrick O’Donnell, California School Boards Association

Don’t miss this exciting advocacy event!
Registration closes February 6 at fourthdistrictpta.org



https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/5101#Introduction
https://ed100.org/blog/budget-26-27
https://edsource.org/2026/newsom-lao-budget-dispute/749077
https://edsource.org/2026/newsom-lao-budget-dispute/749077
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National PTA does not support new federal immunization guidelines

National PTA is deeply concerned with this week’s
announcement that the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) will no longer be recommending
routine immunization for several diseases with known
health impacts on our nation’s children, including hepati-
tis A and B, rotavirus, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV),
flu and meningococcal disease. Vaccinations have long
been proven to be an effective tool in protecting children
and preventing these and other highly contagious viruses
and diseases. We do not support these new recommenda-
tions as they will cause confusion and uncertainty for our
nation’s families.

National PTA has a strong history of advocating to
ensure all families have access to vaccination for their
children and that families have the information and the
tools to understand recommendations from licensed and
board-certified medical professionals. Our association
remains committed to ensuring access to comprehensive
pediatric care for all children and youth—including ac-
cess to vaccinations—and educating families and commu-
nities on the importance of vaccination to ensure all chil-
dren are protected.

National PTA encourages state, district, council and
local PTAs to:

e Disseminate information to families concerning the
importance of vaccination during childhood, uplifting
evidence-based recommendations from licensed and
board-certified medical professionals and addressing
medical misinformation,

e Provide information to help families obtain vaccina-
tions locally for children,

What is Prop. 98?

Prop.98 was passed by California voters in 1988 to
assure that K-12 schools and community colleges get
about 40 percent of each year’s state budget.

The amount of education funding for each year— the
“Prop. 98 guarantee”— is determined by one of three
formulas, or “tests,” that take into consideration general
fund revenues, prior year funding, economic conditions,
and school attendance. The money comes from the state
general fund and from local property taxes.

When the state budget is tight, state legislators can
suspend Prop. 98 with a two-thirds vote. The amount that
schools should have received becomes a debt known as
the “maintenance factor.” School districts borrow money
to maintain their programs and at some point the state
repays the debt.

For more information, see this lesson at Ed100.

e Support the efforts of schools to enforce immuniza-
tion laws and encourage states to require certification
of immunizations to prevent the spread of communi-
cable diseases within school communities,

e Conduct activities in support of immunization aware-
ness programs, and

e Ensure access to routine childhood vaccinations, in-
cluding supporting efforts to obtain funding that
would enable public health agencies to provide low-
cost or free vaccinations.

PTA will continue to work at all levels to educate and
advocate for critical childhood vaccinations to protect
children’s health and halt the spread of diseases, as well
as educate and advocate to improve other health condi-
tions that affect children and families. We recently updat-
ed our position statement on the Health of Children &
Youth and Family Access to Care, which outlines our
support of health services, care and research that are pre-
ventative and primary in nature and our support of poli-
cies, legislation and efforts that ensure all children and
youth in our nation receive the nutrition and health care
needed to arrive at school ready to learn with healthy
minds and bodies.

Candidate forum at CAPTA Convention

If you are attending the California State PTA Conven-
tion, May1-3, plan to arrive in Fresno on April 30. CAP-
TA will host a candidate forum for the 2026 governor’s
race. Details will be available soon.

Remember that PTA does not support or oppose can-
didates. PTA does play a role in helping voters make in-
formed decisions.

Annual report on OC children is out

o~

L The 31% Annual Report on
the Conditions of Children in
Orange County has been re-
leased by the Orange County
Social Services Agency.

The report covers the areas
of good health, economic well-
being, educational achievement
and safe homes and communi-
ties. Much of the information is
broken down by city.

Read the report here.
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https://ed100.org/lessons/prop13
https://www.ssa.ocgov.com/sites/ssa/files/2025-12/2025_12_31st_Annual_Conditions_Children_Report.pdf
https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/ptas-positions/Individual-Position-Statements/The-Health-of-Children-Youth-and-Family-Access-to-Care
https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/ptas-positions/Individual-Position-Statements/The-Health-of-Children-Youth-and-Family-Access-to-Care

Talking Points for Legislative Chairs, February 2026
Details are in the February issue of the Advocacy Communicator.

e In hisinitial budget proposal, Gov. Newsom has $22 billion in additional funding for education,
even though he is predicting a $3 billion deficit in the next year. The budget would include more
money for dyslexia screening, special education, and teacher training, among other things. The
Legislative Analyst’s Office thinks the deficit will be much bigger. We'll know more when the
governor issues his revised budget in May.

e It’s our last chance to sign up for Sacramento Safari. Registration closes on February 6. Carl Cohn
will be the keynote speaker. He is a very well-respected educator who is best know for his work
transforming the Long Beach Unified School District when he was superintendent there.

e National PTA does not support the new childhood vaccination guidelines that were recently
issued by the U.S Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. PTAs at all levels should provide
information about vaccinations to parents and should work to assure that all families have
access to routine childhood vaccinations.

e When we read about school budgets we always hear about Prop. 98. Do we know what that is?
Prop. 98 was passed by California voters in 1988 to assure that K-12 schools and community
colleges get 40 percent of every year’s budget. It sounds simple, but there are three formulas for
figuring out that amount each year. State lawmakers can suspend the Prop. 98 guarantee when
the budget is tight but they have to repay the schools later.

® |s anyone going to the California State PTA Convention in Fresno? CAPTA is going to present a
candidate forum for governor on the day before the convention starts.

e This year’s Annual Report on the Conditions of Children in Orange County has been released by
the Orange County Social Services Agency. It has information about health, economics,
education and safety. The information is broken down by city so you can see how your local
community is doing.
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